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Early budget proposal 
shows promise

Under what she calls a “very preliminary” budget, 
Superintendent Sherri Smith predicts Lower Dauphin will be 
able to hold any potential increase in property taxes below the 
state-mandated index.

The school board adopted a resolution to limit any potential 
increase below the 3 percent level set by the state for the 2017-
18 school year. This does not mean that taxes will increase, but 
if there would be a need for an increase, it cannot rise above 
the state index number. The state index is calculated using the 
rate of inflation across the state and takes into account specific 
school district demographics. Increasing taxes above the index 
requires voter approval or permission from the state Department 
of Education. 

continued on page 2

F                alcon Pride. It’s something we talk about quite 
often with our students. It’s pride in yourself, your 
accomplishments and your school. It’s living up to 

the PRIDE characteristics of perseverance, respect, integrity, 
discipline, and excellence. 

I’m pleased to tell you that Falcon Pride is alive and well 
in Lower Dauphin. That’s one of the main reasons we send 
this newsletter to every household in Lower Dauphin. We 
wish to share the pride we have in our students with the entire 
community. 

Throughout this newsletter you will read many accounts 
of the talents of our students, athletes, artists, and musicians. 
Through the dedication and support of our teachers and staff, 
our students are able to refine their talents to reach their full 
potential. That’s the job we have 
undertaken as educators – to 
refine our students’ natural gifts 
and abilities to allow them to 
shine.

We are extremely blessed 
to be able to provide our 
students with an educational 
system which develops their 
talents.  This is solely because 
of the outstanding support we 
receive from our community – 
not just through tax dollars but also through your care and 
commitment to our students’ success.

Organizations like the Lower Dauphin Falcon 
Foundation help further support our students and programs 
without the need for additional tax revenues. By providing 
over 100 grants over the past ten years, LDFF provides 
opportunities and enhances experiences for our students.  I 
am very grateful for their ongoing commitment and support. 

It is my hope that you are able to experience some of this 
pride first hand. Our spring musical is coming up on March 2, 
3 and 4. There are plenty of sporting events on the calendar 
for this spring. We also have spring concerts in each of our 
schools. And of course, we culminate the year with our most 
prideful event, our graduation ceremony at the Giant Center 
on June 8.

Falcon Pride is alive and well here in Lower Dauphin. 
Come share it with us!

Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Superintendent

Lower Dauphin Web address: www.ldsd.org
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Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D  Message

“Falcon Pride 
is alive and 
well here 
in Lower 

Dauphin.”

Lower Dauphin hopes to build upon the success of a pilot 
program to introduce full-day kindergarten to all incoming students 
in the 2017-18 school year.

The district’s pilot program consisted of a classroom each at 
East Hanover Elementary School, Nye Elementary School and 
Londonderry Elementary School this school year. Close to 60 
students participated in the program.

Lindsay Adams, a kindergarten teacher at Nye Elementary 
School, said the strength of the program is simply “time.” The 
amount of information covered in the full-day program is the same 

continued on page 2

School Board approves 
full-day kindergarten
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Budget: Administration will work to bring budget into balance
continued from page 1

Under the draft spending plan Dr. Smith 
presented to the school board in January, 
revenues are set at $62.2 million, a $1 
million increase from the current year of 
which $503,000 represents the state’s share 
of rising pension costs. The budget holds all 
other state funding at last year’s levels.

On the expenditure side of the budget, 
Dr. Smith is looking at a total of $63.4 
million, which is a $2.2 million increase 
from the current year, of which $1 million 
is due to increased payments for state-

mandated pension contributions. 
The draft budget will use $1.4 million 

from budgetary reserves to balance the 
budget, the same amount as last year. The 
budget also contains new staff members for 
existing programmatic needs and includes a 
full implementation of full-day kindergarten 
for all students. 

Dr. Smith said she expects that the 
difference of $1.1 million between revenue 
and expenditures will be further reduced 
as the administration whittles down cost 
estimates and revenue projections continue 

to be refined.
“Overall, we are in a fairly good 

position,” Dr. Smith told the school board. 
“I am hopeful that with additional assistance 
from the state that we can bring this budget 
into balance without burdening our local 
taxpayers.”

The current property tax rate for Lower 
Dauphin is 18.42 mills, which equates to a 
tax bill of $1,842 on a property assessed at 
$100,000. In the past five years, and in eight 
of the past nine years, Lower Dauphin has 
not had an increase in property tax rates.

continued from page 1
as in the half-day but the extra time allows 
for more enrichment and opportunities to 
work with the material. 

The full-day schedule also allows more 
time for small group work and one-on-one 
instruction. This provides teachers with 
the opportunity to better meet individual 
students’ needs. Coupled with that, 
students who may not have had a preschool 
experience prior to coming to Lower 
Dauphin are able to catch up with their peers 
who may have been in a classroom before. 

“We’re able to close the gap between 
students who enter school with certain 
skills and those who do not,” said Michelle 
Devy, a kindergarten teacher at Londonderry 
Elementary School. “We’re able to teach to 
each student’s strengths and address their 
weaknesses.”

The schedule also allows for students 
to engage in supervised developmental 
play. During this time, they are able to 
use sensory bins, play dough, art supplies, 
blocks, iPads, or play with kitchen toys.

“I love that the district was willing to 
allow us to do developmental play. During 
this time, they learn to problem solve and 
use social skills with their peers,” Mrs. 
Adams said. “They also learn the four rules 
– play, be kind, share and take turns.”

Dr. Douglas Winner, assistant to the 
superintendent: elementary education, said 
that the program was designed specifically 
to provide play, enrichment and academics. 
“While kindergarten is foundational in 
terms of academics, it is also where our 
students learn many of the skills to become 
successful learners – things like taking 
turns, making friends and being kind to one 

another.”
Research is clear that students exposed 

to a full-day program have better outcomes 
academically. Just importantly, Dr. Winner 
noted, was the fact that they become 
acclimated to school routines faster and are 
better able to get settled and start learning. 

“We’ve seen a lot of students show 
social and academic growth,” he said. “We 
feel that is directly related to being able to 
do more with that extra time.”

East Hanover Elementary School 
kindergarten teacher Christy Fisher agreed 
that the added time is vital to the entire 
experience. “Having the time to really get 
to know the students better is one of the 
biggest strengths of the program. Having 
that time allows us to build relationships 
with the students and their families and is a 
great start to their school career.”

Full-day kindergarten: Students benefit with more time

Students engage in small group work 
and developmental play in class.
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Lower Dauphin High School’s Thespian Society presented “It’s a Wonderful Life” with Frankie Vernouski as George Bailey, John 
Simpson as Mr. Potter, Emalee Douglass as Mary Bailey, Patrick Norris as Clarence the angel, Logan Grubb as Uncle Billy/Mr. 
Bailey. The cast of 30-plus actors delighted packed audiences with their performance in the holiday classic film.
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LDHS artists win Scholastic Art Awards

Earning Silver Keys were junior Emalee 
Douglass for her painting “Memory” and 
senior Madeline Gotshall for her portfolio of 
eight cohesive pieces named “Nourishment.”

Earning Honorable Mention awards 
were junior Danielle Cake for her digital art 
“Into the Woods,” junior Kayla Hoffer for 

Eight Lower Dauphin 
High School artists received 
recognition in the 2017 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.  

Senior Nicole Seacord 
won Gold Keys for her painting 
entitled “Pond Frog” and for 
another drawing and illustration. 
She also won a Gold Key and a 
nomination for the prestigious 
American Visions award for her 
drawing and illustration “Old 
Barn.” The American Visions 
nominee is a “Best in Show” 
award that most exemplifies 
originality, technical skill, and the 
emergence of a personal voice or 
vision.

Senior Grace Gilbert won 
a Gold Key for her painting 
“From Syria to Snow,” and a pair 
of Silver Keys for her painting 
“Winter Drive” and “Traditional Hunting in 
Greenland.” 

Senior Kaylee Hollenbach won a Gold 
Key for her painting “Drowning Man” 
and an honorable mention for her painting 
“Re’Leaf’.”

her painting “Life and Death,” and junior 
Corrine Shirk for her painting “The Timeless 
Cadaver.”

Regional Gold Key winners will be 
recognized at an awards ceremony on March 
11 at The State Museum in Harrisburg.

Gold Key winning artwork by Nicole Seacord, left, and Grace Gilbert. 

Bootleggers, flappers and the music 
of George and Ira Gershwin will feature 
prominently in Lower Dauphin 
High School’s production of 
“Nice Work If You Can Get It” 
March 2-4 at 7 p.m.

The show, which 
debuted on Broadway 
in 2012, features classic 
Gershwin tunes like “Let’s 
Call the Whole Thing Off,” 
“Someone to Watch Over 
Me,” “I’ve Got a Crush 
on You,” and of course, 
“Nice Work if You Can 
Get It.” The story follows a charming and 
wealthy playboy Jimmy Winter, who meets 
rough female bootlegger Billie Bendix 
the weekend of his wedding. Jimmy, who 
has been married several times before, is 
preparing to marry Eileen Evergreen.

Jimmy will be played by senior Logan 
Grubb and understudied by Ian Bruce; Billie 
will be played by Beth Rose Schindler 
and understudied by Madi Miduri; Cookie 
McGee will be played by senior Frankie 

‘Nice Work If  You Can Get It’ coming to high school stage March 2-4
Vernouski and understudied by Larry 
Fausnight; Eileen Evergreen will be played 

by senior Meghan Johnson 
and understudied by 
Sierra Fields; and Duke 
Mahoney will be played 

by senior Patrick 
Norris. Tanner 
Kennedy will be 

Senator Evergreen; 
Gillian Miller will 

be Duchess 
Estonia; Emalee 

Douglass will be 
Jeannie Muldoon 

and her understudy will be Phoebe Gesford; 
Matthew Little will be Chief Berry; and 
Katie McDonough will be Millicent Winter. 

Rounding out the cast will be chorus 
girls Sierra Fields, Madi Miduri, Chiara 
Meyers, Olivia Meyers, Phoebe Gesford, 
and Olivia Wagner. The vice squad will be 
Colby Stiffler, Ian Bruce, Larry Fausnight, 
Aidan Ferguson, and Stefan Immendoerfer. 
Other ensemble members include Brooke 
Dresher, Allie Little, Sydney Natishin, 

Lizzie Scipione, and Katie Steigerwald. 
Kevin Strawser will be directing his 21st 
show. Producer is Valerie Stricker; Marie 
Weber is the music director; Elizabeth Colpo 
is the vocal director; and Mike James is the 
technical director.

The musical will be held March 2-4. 
Show tickets are $5 for students and senior 
citizens and $10 for adults and may be pre-
ordered by calling 566-5393.

A sneak preview for senior citizens 
will be held Wednesday, March 1, at 9 a.m. 
following a complimentary breakfast at 
8. Senior citizens interested in reserving a 
place for the preview show and breakfast 
may call 566-5330 extension 1028.

The performance on Friday, March 
3, will also feature a dinner before the 
show to benefit the Lower Dauphin Falcon 
Foundation. The dinner theatre will feature 
a one-plate buffet meal with salad, sides and 
dessert. Tickets for the dinner theatre must 
be reserved by Feb. 21 by calling 566-5393. 
Cost of tickets for dinner and the show is 
$15 for students and $25 for adults and 
includes admission to the show that evening.
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Sixth-grader captures middle school spelling bee title
 Sixth-grader Andrew Seacord correctly 
spelled “rheumatic” to capture the Lower 
Dauphin Middle School spelling bee title on 
December 2.

He out-dueled seventh-grader Colton 
Walters in the final two rounds to claim the 
crown. Eighth-grader Vaughn Sarago came 
in third place. The three finalists spelled 
words correctly in nine rounds before 
Vaughn went out in the 10th frame. Andrew 
and Colton went two additional rounds 
before Colton went out in the 12th round.

Andrew is the son of Steven and Susan 
Seacord and hopes to be a geneticist when 
he graduates from college.

The spelling bee featured 26 spellers 
representing the top spellers from each 
sixth-grade academic team and from each 
English teacher in seventh and eighth 
grades.

Principal Dan Berra and Superintendent Sherri Smith congratulate the top three 
spellers Vaughn Sarago, Colton Walters and Andrew Seacord. 

Lower Dauphin Middle School seventh-
grader Logan Devine knew that Panama 
is the Central American country which 
connects to Colombia to win the school’s 
annual Geography Bee on December 9.

After he and eighth-grader Curtis 
Lin deadlocked in the three-question final 
round with one right each, they had to use 
the first tie-breaker question to decide the 
champion. Logan and Curtis outlasted four 
other competitors in the semifinals for eight 
rounds. Eighth-grader Tim Koons fell in 
round eight of the semifinals.  

The 25 participants qualified for the 
school geography bee by taking an exam 
in their social studies classes. In the school 
bee, they participated in seven preliminary 
rounds, answering questions about the 
geography of the United States, foreign 
countries and their cultures, continents, and 
maps.

Logan will next take a written test to 
qualify to participate in the state geography 
bee later this school year.

“This is a very challenging contest,” 
said Maria Miller, middle school assistant 

Logan Devine wins middle school’s geography bee

principal and bee moderator. “It takes a 
lot to make it through to the final round – 
confidence, patience, concentration, and, 
of course, a whole lot of geographical 

Above left, Assistant Principal Maria Miller congratulates Logan Devine, Curtis Lin 
and Tim Koons after the bee. Above right, Logan answers a question during the bee.

Web http://www.ldsd.org
Your first source for school closings and school news

knowledge. 
“We’re very proud of all our 

competitors and the skill they displayed here 
today.”
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Lower Dauphin High School senior 
Meghan Johnson was known as outstanding 
student, vocalist and actress with a fiery 
spirit, infectious smile and luxurious black 
hair. 

When she spoke in the high school 
auditorium on February 2, the hair was a 
shadow of its former glory, but the spirit, 
smile and comfort on the stage was still 
there. Meghan, a member of the school’s 
Mini-THON committee, spoke to her 
classmates about her own battle with brain 
cancer. 

The tumor was discovered during a 
procedure in October 2015 and doctors 
believed it to be benign. Then after a series 
of increasingly worrisome issues, it was 
discovered to have grown from the size 
of a cashew to the size of a baseball and 
they determined it to be stage-4 cancer, a 
glioblastoma. 

In three weeks, she had five brain 
surgeries and doctors removed 95 percent of 
the tumor. She received radiation treatments 
and chemotherapy. She suffered from 
vision and memory problems and lost her 
hair. Meghan still receives chemotherapy 
treatment and she continues to fight.

“One day I woke up and I had cancer,” 
she told her fellow students. 

She went from a supporter of the Four 
Diamonds and Lower Dauphin’s Mini-
THON effort to being a beneficiary of it. 
One pill for her chemotherapy costs $150 
and she has to take four in the morning and 
four at night. That’s why she says raising 
money for Four Diamonds is so important.

“You are making a difference,” she said. 
“Every single thing you do makes such a 
difference. That’s why it’s so, so important 
to raise money.” 

The high school’s Mini-THON is 
modeled after Penn State’s THON just on a 

smaller scale. Last 
year, more than 
70,000 student 
volunteers and 235 
elementary schools, 
middle schools, 
high schools and 
colleges in five 
states raised more 
than $5.5 million 
for Four Diamonds. 
Each year, Four 
Diamonds provides 
direct support to 
approximately 
600 children with 
cancer – 100 
who are newly 
diagnosed and 500 who are continuing their 
fight. Four Diamonds covers 100 percent of 
all medical expenses related to cancer care 
not covered by insurance for qualifying Four 
Diamonds children.  Since its creation in 
1972, Four Diamonds has helped more than 
3,700 children and families and supported 
a diverse platform of childhood cancer 
research at Penn State Children's Hospital, 
seeking improved treatments and cures to 
benefit those around the world.

Last year, the high school raised more 
than $102,000 in its Mini-THON to support 
the Four Diamonds. 

This year’s high school event will 
feature dancing, a bouncy obstacle course, 
Zumba, volleyball, a scavenger hunt, table 
tennis and other fun activities – the only 
catch is that students may not sit down the 
entire night. The event will run from 7 p.m. 
March 17 through 7 a.m. March 18.  To 
participate, students must raise a minimum 
of $75 by the night of the Mini-THON and 
pay a $10 registration fee to participate. The 
event is only open to Lower Dauphin High 

School students or Lower Dauphin students 
who attend Dauphin County Technical 
School.

High school will hold annual Mini-THON March 17-18

District seeks to survey graduates from Classes of  2012, 2014
Lower Dauphin School District will be conducting a survey of 

graduates from the Class of 2012 and the Class of 2014 in coming 
months to learn about their high school experience and their current 
situation.

“As a district, we feel it’s important to know how graduates’ 
education has prepared them for their post-secondary life and how 
we can improve,” said Todd Neuhard, assistant to the superintendent: 
secondary education.

The survey will be conducted online later this year.
Prior to the survey administration, Lower Dauphin needs to 

update contact information of its graduates from the Classes of 2012 
and 2014. To that end, the district website has a contact information 
collection tool at www.ldsd.org/survey. Graduates are encouraged 
to visit this link to ensure that the district has accurate contact 
information to reach them with the survey. District staff members 
will also be reaching out via telephone to those who do not fill out 
the online collection tool. 

If you have any questions about this process, please contact Mr. 
Neuhard at 566-5317.

Mini-THON Executive Committee 
members Nick Scipione, left, Marni 
Granzow, third from left and Bryce 
Carter pose with speaker Meghan 
Johnson. Above, Meghan addresses her 
classmates about Four Diamonds.
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Falcon Foundation Gala honors Dr. Witmer, LDAA

LD Falcon Foundation plans 10th annual golf  outing May 26

Top, Dr. Judith T. Witmer addresses 
the attendees at the ninth LDFF Blue 
& White Gala. Above. Superintendent 
Sherri Smith presents an honorary 
Lower Dauphin diploma to Dr. Witmer.

Hole sponsorships are $100 each. A $500 silver sponsorship is good 
for two greens fees, a hole sponsorship and banners at registration 
and at the awards ceremony. A gold sponsorship of $1,500 is good for 

four greens fees, a hole sponsorship, a banner at registration 
and the awards ceremony and a logo on the carts. 

“I would encourage the Lower Dauphin golfing 
community to get behind this event,” said Rick Smith, 
tournament organizer. “Our golf tournament has supported 

Lower Dauphin students for a decade now and this is a great way to 
make a real difference in our schools.”

For more information about the foundation or the golf outing, 
please contact Treasurer Jess DeHart at 566-7794 or via email at 
dehartjess@yahoo.com.

 The Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation will hold its 10th annual 
golf outing Friday, May 26, at Manada Golf Course. 

The tournament is one of the foundation’s major 
fundraising events, last year bringing more than $10,000. 
Golfers are invited to visit the Falcon Foundation website at 
www.ldfalconfoundation.org to register or download a 
brochure.

Cost for the round of golf and dinner is $100 per golfer. 
The event will feature a four-person scramble, best-ball format. 
Registration at the course will be from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. with a 
shotgun start promptly at 1. Dinner and awards will follow at 5:30 
p.m.

The foundation also offers several sponsorship opportunities. 

 On January 21 at the Lower Dauphin 
Falcon Foundation’s Blue & White Gala, 
Dr. Judith T. Witmer received an honorary 
Lower Dauphin High School diploma as a 
tribute for her many years of service to the 
school district.

In her remarks upon presenting Dr. 
Witmer with the diploma, Lower Dauphin 
Superintendent Sherri Smith commented on 
Dr. Witmer’s many contributions to Lower 
Dauphin in the classroom and also in extra-
curricular activities. In addition to being 
among the first class of Lower Dauphin 
teachers, she served as an assistant principal 
at the high school and rose to the rank of 
assistant to the superintendent. 

She was the director/producer of eight 
high school musicals, a member of the 
three-person pit orchestra for the first two 
school musicals, director of seven drama 
productions, and yearbook advisor for 
seven publications. She was the director/
producer and scriptwriter of 24 student-
centered Commencement and Baccalaureate 
programs. She also initiated the inclusion 
of alumni participation and junior class 
marshals in the graduation ceremonies. She 
started the practice of class gifts as well and 
was the “voice of the morning” in the high 
school from 1963 through 1990.

Dr. Witmer was instrumental in forming 
the Lower Dauphin Alumni Association 
and that organization was honored along 
with her for contributing to Lower Dauphin 
through the years. 

LDAA has shouldered many projects, 
a major one being the establishment of the 
Falcon Alumni Trust to provide scholarship 
money for a graduating senior.  They also 
became the repository of items of historical 
importance, such as yearbooks, programs 
from musical and sports events, photos, 
scrapbooks, uniforms, pennants, and 
class schedule cards, to name a few. They 

continue to encourage alumni to place in our 
care items they believe are a significant part 
of the history of the school.

“From our first class of 129 graduates 
in 1961 to the present day, Falcon Pride 
has been a constant. The Blue & White 
represents high standards, knowledge and 
friendships among our graduates,” Dr. 
Smith said. “Every person to hold a Lower 
Dauphin High School diploma reflects on 
this legacy. All of our alumni carry the 
values, knowledge and skills provided by 
their education and the bonds of friendship 
forged in our halls into the world as 
representatives of our community.”

The gala is one of the Falcon 
Foundation’s major fundraising events 
every year. For more information about the 
foundation, please visit its website at www.
ldfalconfoundation.org. 
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Lower Dauphin High School recently 
sent 11 student-musicians to honors festivals 
hosted by the Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association. 

Juniors Ryan Pumo (string bass) and 
Katelyn Truesdell (trumpet) and freshman 
Ian Bruce (trombone) qualified for the 
PMEA District 7 Honors Band, which 
performed February 11 at Big Spring High 
School.

Chiara Meyers, a junior alto 2, 
performed in the PMEA District 7 Chorus 
January 14 at Eastern Lebanon County High 
School.

In orchestra, six students qualified for 
the PMEA District 7 festival at Central York 
High School. They included seniors Grace 
Gilbert (violin) and Sam Rothermel (viola); 
juniors Ella Hickey (violin) and Ryan Pumo 
(string bass); sophomore Annie Dickinson 
(violin); and freshman Christian Gingrich 
(string bass). At districts, Ella, Ryan, and 
Samuel successfully auditioned for the 
PMEA Region V festival at Hershey High 
School March 11.

Lower Dauphin musicians perform in honor festivals 

Two jazz band members also earned 
PMEA recognition. Freshman trombone 
player Ian Bruce successfully auditioned for 
the PMEA District 7 Jazz festival March 18 
at Dover High School. Senior bass player 

Six Lower Dauphin students qualified for the District 7 Orchestra festival.

Bus Drivers Needed!
Contact our transportation contractor Rohrer 
at 866-735-7200 or www.rohrerbus.com/drive

Rohrer will pay for training and CDL liscensure
and offers competitive wages and great benefits!

Senior Sam Rothermel will perform 
in the National Association for Music 
Education All-Eastern Honors Orchestra at 
Historic Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, 
N.J. in April.

Sam, a viola player, was chosen through 
his audition at the PMEA All-State Honors 
Orchestra last spring. He is one of 150 
musicians from Connecticut, Washington, 
D.C., Delaware, Massachusetts, Maryland, 
Maine, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania and 
Vermont. 

Sam Rothermel, Women’s Select Choir heads to All-Eastern festival
He will not be alone at the All-Eastern 

Honors festival. Lower Dauphin High 
School’s Women’s Select Choir was invited 
to perform as an ensemble. 

They will include: Soprano 1 - Meghan 
Johnson, Madison Fake, Sierra Fields, 
Olivia Dreon, Olivia Meyers, and Andie 
Sierer. Soprano 2 - Mackenzie Pell, Tiffany 
Golobek, Hannah Johnson, Ashley Mai-
Linh Nguyen, Madison Miduri, Grace 
Dresher, Katie Steigerwald, Fields Mauldin, 
Sydney Natishin, and Natasha Ebersole. 

Alto 1 - Emalee Douglass, Beth Rose 
Schindler, Yannelis Leon-Fuentes, Cassidy 
Howarth, Catherine McDonough, Emily 
Suhr, Lauren Bankes, April Deavers, and 
Ashley Sentgeorge. Alto 2 - Chiara Meyers, 
Mauricette Musser, Megan Barr, Kailah 
Miranda, Olivia Wagner, Kolbi Groff, and 
Evelyn Bittle.

“Selected ensembles demonstrate 
the highest level of musical achievement 
possible in their field,” said Elizabeth M. 
Colpo, choir director. 

Nick Scipione was accepted in the PMEA 
All-State Jazz Band, which will perform in 
Erie this April. Nick was ranked the best 
electric bass player in the state based on his 
audition to make the all-state band. 



9

Lower Dauphin schools presented holiday concerts featuring second- and  fifth-graders at the elementary level; the sixth-grade 
and seventh- and eighth-grade ensembles from the middle school and the high school concert band, choirs and orchestras.
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Thirteen Lower Dauphin High School 
student-athletes announced their college 
choices where they will continue their 
academic and athletic careers. 

In a National Letter of Intent signing 
day ceremony in the school cafeteria 
on February 1, the student-athletes, 
representing eight sports made their 
announcements before parents, coaches, 
teachers and classmates.

Baseball
Jared Dunkle – Jared is the son of Billie 
Jo and Ray Dunkle. He is an honorable 
mention Mid-Penn Division all-star. He will 
continue his education and playing career at 
Marywood University where he will major 
in athletic training.

Field Hockey
Emma Durantine – Emma is the daughter 
of Peter and Angela Durantine. She is a 
two-year varsity starter on the field hockey 
team and was a co-captain her senior year. 
She is a second-team all-star and was named 
to the 2015 NFHCA National Academic 
Squad as a scholar of distinction. She will 
attend Franklin & Marshall College and 
continue her playing career while majoring 
in microbiology. 
McKenzy Lilliock – McKenzy is a three-
year varsity starter, a NFHCA National 
Academic Squad member and was also 
named to the state’s all-academic squad. 
She will attend Alvernia University, major 
in sports management and continue her 
playing career. 

Football
Daniel Beaver – Daniel is the son of Lori 
and Mark Beaver and was a first-team all-
star on offense and a second-team defense 
all-star. He was a team captain and a 
MiniMax award recipient. He will continue 
his education and playing career at the 
University of Pennsylvania and major in 
business.
Justin McIntyre – Justin is the son of Tim 
and Denise McIntyre. He was a second-
team Mid-Penn all-star at defensive end 
his senior year and has earned a combined 
six varsity letters in football, basketball 
and volleyball. He will attend Saint 
Francis University where he will continue 
his football career and major in business 
management and marketing.

Golf
Zack Fails – Zack is the son of Bill and 
Jennifer Fails. He was a Mid-Penn, District 
3 and Regional qualifier in golf and was 
a first-team Mid-Penn All-Star. He will 

Student-athletes announce college decisions in signing ceremony

Representing eight sports, 13 Lower Dauphin High School student-athletes signed 
letters of intent to continue their education and athletic careers next year.

continue his education and playing career 
at West Chester University where he will 
major in business.

Lacrosse, Boys
Michael Yarrish – Michael is the son of 
Karen and Paul Yarrish. He is a four-year 
varsity starter in lacrosse and was a second-
team Mid-Penn all-star. He is also a two-
year starter in ice hockey. He will attend 
Ithaca College and major in business while 
continuing his lacrosse playing career.

Soccer, Boys
Luke Romanoski – Luke is the son of 
Laurie Peiffer and David Romanoski. He is a 
varsity letter-winner in soccer and track and 
earned the soccer team’s heart-hustle award. 
He will attend Penn State’s Berks Campus, 
major in electro-mechanical engineering, 
and play soccer.
Timmy Townsend – Timmy is the son of 
Tom and Lori Townsend. He was a team 
captain on the state champion boys soccer 
team this past season and was named an All-
American as well as being named first-team 
all-state and Mid-Penn Division Player of 
the Year. He will continue his education and 
playing career at the University of Pittsburgh 
where he will major in business.

Soccer, Girls
Kasey Curtis – Kasey is the daughter of 
Melanie Mowery and Kevin Curtis. She was 
co-captain of the girls soccer team and was 

a second-team Mid-Penn all-star. She also 
played club soccer in the community. She 
will attend Millersville University where 
she will continue her academic and athletic 
careers and major in psychology.
Savannah Mushinski – Savannah is the 
daughter of Kristin and Bob Mushinski. 
She is a four-year varsity soccer starter 
and earned Mid-Penn all-star first team 
honors once and second team honors twice. 
In her senior year she was also the team’s 
most valuable player and earned the Al 
Hershey Award. She plans to continue her 
education and playing career at West Chester 
University where she will pursue a major in 
the medical field.
Sarita Walters – Sarita is the daughter of 
Scott and Justine Walters. She is a four-
year starter and was a first-team Mid-Penn 
divisional all-star her senior year and was 
twice named a second-team all-star. She also 
played club soccer in the community. She 
will attend Virginia Military Institute where 
she will major in international studies and 
continue her playing career. 

Softball
Kelly Palmer – Kelly is the daughter of 
Lynne and Dennis Palmer. She is a three-
year varsity letter-winner heading into 
her senior season. She will attend Wesley 
College, major in nursing and continue her 
softball career. 
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LD sixth-graders pledge to stay drug- and alcohol-free
 Nearly 300 Lower Dauphin sixth-
graders pledged to remain drug- and 
alcohol-free during a ceremony at the school 
in November. 

The students had completed all of 
the coursework in the “Keepin’ it Real” 
curriculum, which replaces the DARE 
model. The classes are still taught by School 
Resource Officer Eugene Spencer in health 
classes in the fall. 

“The new curriculum is based on 20 
years research by the Drug Resistance 
Strategies Project which was a collaboration 
by DARE America, Penn State University 
and Arizona State University,” Officer 
Spencer said. 

And while the curriculum may be 
new, the goal is the same  – to help Lower 
Dauphin’s students lead drug- and alcohol-
free lives. This is the 20th class of students 
to participate in the program. In 1996, 
DARE was brought to the middle school 
by then-Sergeant Bill Ryan. Now he is the 
chief of police in Hummelstown and two of 
his former students, Jen Kastelic and Dave 
Gourley, are health and physical education 
teachers at the middle school. 

“Thousands of kids have gone through 
this program,” said Officer Spencer. “It’s a 
great tradition and it’s a great message for 
our students to hear.”

The program culminates with a 
ceremony with a guest speaker and prizes 
for the best essay winners in each class. 
This year’s speaker was Jill Witmer, a field 
hockey player on the 2016 U.S. Olympic 
team.  She went to high school at Penn 
Manor and played college hockey at the 

University of 
Maryland and 
told the sixth-
graders that 
the choices 
she made in 
high school 
and college set 
her up for her 
later success.

“I made 
a decision in 
high school 
that I would 
not drink. 
You have to 
be able to say 
‘no.’ It’s hard 
but eventually 
people will understand your decision,” she 
said. “I would not be where I am today – I 
wouldn’t have been able to play in the 
Olympics – if I had been into those things.”

That message was reinforced by Mike 
Masorti, middle school health and physical 
education teacher, who told the students the 
difficult thing is making the decision in the 
first place.  

“Once you do that, you’ll realize you’re 
not alone. You have a support system. You 
have a network of good people to surround 
you,” he said.

That support system gives students 
strength to make the right decisions.

“I have learned how to stand up for 
myself,” said sixth-grader Lauren Wahlers. 
“I plan to use the skills I learned in class. I 
plan to make safe and responsible choices.”

A partnership of neighboring schools, Hershey Entertainment 
& Resorts and concerned community members have come together 
to offer “You Matter: Real Life Stories & Resources for Suicide 
Prevention” – a community forum designed to address one of 
society’s toughest issues.  

This free event will be held Thursday, March 23, beginning at 
6:30 p.m. in the Garden Terrace Ballroom in the Hotel Hershey.

The keynote speaker for the event is LeAnn Hull.  An 
accomplished businesswoman, the direction of LeAnn’s life changed 
on December 11, 2012, when her son Andy died by suicide.  In 
response to this tragedy, she founded Andy Hull’s Sunshine 
Foundation with the mission to raise awareness of the high rate of 
suicide and provide coping skills to deal with life’s challenges. With 
a “You Matter!” approach, the group offers education, support and 
encouragement. 

“We want people to walk out of our session empowered and 
knowledgeable,” Ms. Hull said. “The challenge with suicide and 

mental illness and depression is that so many of your decisions are 
based on impulse.”

Following LeAnn’s message, there will be a panel discussion 
featuring community members and local experts.

The forum is sponsored by Derry Township School District, 
Lower Dauphin School District, Milton Hershey School, Middletown 
Area School District, Palmyra Area School District, Hershey 
Entertainment & Resorts and caring community members.

The event is free, but attendance is capped at 400 and pre-
registration is required. No cost general admission tickets are 
available at http://tiny.cc/YouMatterCenPenn

All parents and their children (middle school age and above) are 
encouraged to attend.

 “We are extremely pleased to invite the community to this 
important event,” said Lower Dauphin Superintendent Sherri Smith. 
“Youth suicide and mental health concerns are pervasive and require 
a community-wide effort.”

National expert to discuss youth mental health, suicide prevention 

Top, SRO Eugene Spencer helps students 
pick out prizes. Above, U.S. Olympian 
Jill Witmer addresses the sixth-graders 
about her choice to be alcohol- and 
drug-free.
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